[Laron-type dwarfism: heterogeneity of the biochemical abnormality in 3 children and their parents].
The authors report three cases of Laron-type dwarfism (LTD) having clinical features similar to those of congenital growth hormone (GH) deficiency, but with high levels of plasma GH and a lack of effect of exogenous GH on their growth. The main plasma growth hormone binding protein (GHBP), recently identified and considered as being identical to the extracellular part of the cell receptor to GH, was absent in two of the three patients, and lower than normal in their parents, suggesting a defect of the cell GH receptor. The third patient and his parents had a normal level of GHBP, suggesting a defect limited to the intracellular domain of the receptor or lying beyond the receptor. The conclusion is that there are two different biochemical abnormalities corresponding to LTD.